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Puppy Kindergarten Class

In your puppy's Kindergarten Class you and your puppy will learn to pay attention to each other!  Name recognition and attention training are the foundation for all exercises, games and obedience you and your puppy will be learning.

Your Puppy Kindergarten Class meets one hour a week for five weeks.  Please make sure your puppy has pottied before you join the group.

Bring to class:

· Your puppy on a well-fitting nylon or leather buckle collar or body harness.
· A cotton or nylon four-foot leash.

· A generous variety of dog treats in a small bag.  These treats should be very small; pea-size treats are ideal.  (E.g.: string cheese, chopped cooked chicken, chopped hot dogs, or some high-quality soft commercial treats.  Dry bone-style cookies are not appropriate for speedy, functional training.)
· A hungry puppy - do not feed your puppy for two to three hours prior to class.  A a puppy with an appetite will be more motivated to pay attention to you!

Activities in class will be by the “lure and reward” method; the use of verbal reward and non-reward markers.  Should you wish to, you are very welcome to use a clicker.  Clickers are provided for puppy parents who want to use one!

Puppy Kindergarten Class is much more casual than an older-dog class, and specifically geared to begin socializing your puppy.  Your puppy will get to play, appropriately supervised, with other puppies in the group.

The following issues will be addressed in class:

Bite Inhibition: teaching your puppy to have a gentle mouth.

House training: what to doo and what not to doo!

Crate training: why and how to teach your dog to be comfortable in its own little bedroom.

Chew training: why it is important to teach your puppy what to chew.

Jumping: helping your puppy develop self-control.

Loose Leash Walking: showing your puppy how to walk politely.

Luring: teaching your puppy to follow a lure.  (Sit, Down, Stand, Stay)
Handling: having your puppy enjoy handling.

Confidence building: simple exercises to strengthen the trust your puppy has in you.

Basic First Aid Skills: the most important things to know about your puppy’s health status.

Also: Show-And-Tell sessions on grooming, dog toys, types of leashes, harnesses, collars etc.
There will be considerable time allotted to any questions you and your family may have.  I would like to have you and your puppy start off on the correct paw from the very beginning!
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